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“I Was Arrested and Imprisoned Altogether
Undeservedly...”: Stalin’s Chekists
in the Grip of “Socialist Legality”

AunHoranus

B crartbe periensupyercs (puHaIbHOE M3/AHNE TOKYMEHTAJIBHON Cepun
«3IX0 6OJIBIIOrO Teppopar, MOCBSLIEHHOE KaMIIAHKKM 110 YHCTKE PSI0B
HKB/I. B xkuury, nogarorosiennyio ucropukamu A. CasunbiM, A. Teris-
koBbIM 1 M. IOwre, Bomwio 6osee 300 10KyMEHTOB, KOTOPbIe 00Pa3yIoT Ba
paszesia coopHuKa. B iepBoM 13 HuX cobpatbl caMooITcaTe/IbHbIe Happa-
TUBBI, CO3J[aHHbIE YEKICTAMK 1 UX OM3KuMU Bo Bpemst urctk HKB/I, Bo
BTOPOM — KOMILJIEKCHI PA3JIMYHbBIX JOKYMEHTOB, KOTOPbIe BOCCO3/IAI0T ee
o6umii KoHTekcr. PerieHseHT orMedaer, 4To HanboJiee MHTEPeCHOH cTaja
Ta YacTh WM3JIAHUsI, TJIe MPEJCTABJIEHbl 9TO-TEKCThI, MOCKOJbKY UMEHHO
OHU TI03BOJIAIOT YBUIETh «YUCTKY YUCTUIBIIUKOB> TJIa3aMu COOCTBEHHO
YeKUCTOB. VX «IchbMa BO BJacThy (MIPOTIEHMUS, 3asIBJCHUS, AlIeJIISINH,
HpeJcMePTHbBIE 3allMCKK), a TakyKe aBToOnorpaduu, 1o MHEHUIO PeIleH-
3€HTa, TPYZHO OTHECTU K KJIACCUYECKUM 3T0-AoKyMeHTaMm. OTHOCSICh K
TaK HA3bIBAEMbBIM CITPOBOIMPOBAHHBIM 3T0-IOKYMEHTAM, OHU He B IOC-
JIEJIHIOIO0 oYepe/ib OTPaskaju CTPeMJIeHHe MX aBTOPOB COOTBETCTBOBATH
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«IIPaBUJIbHBIM» PUTYAJIaM, DUTOPUKAM U CUMBOJIAM aKTYaJIbHOM JIJIsT HUX
nosiutudeckoit anoxu. [IbiTasch OTMeKeBaThCS OT MHKPUMUHUPYEMBIX
UM HApYIIEHUH «COMMATNCTUIECKON 3aKOHHOCTH», CTAJIMHCKIE YE€KUCThI
HCIIOJIh30BAIN PA3JIUYHbIE MOJENN CAMOABOKAIIMKA U KOMOUHAIIMK 9TUX
Moziesieil. B Xo/1 Ipu 5TOM Tak ke LI IeMOHCTPAIIMS JIOSIbHOCTH BJIACTH,
YMEHKE <TOBOPHUTD 10-GOJIBIIEBUCTCKU», KOTOPbIE CJAYKHIU MapKepOM
MMO3UTUBHON COBETCKOM MIEHTUYHOCTI YeKUCTCKOTO «Kaacca». Ho rias-
HOe, UTO, IT0 MBICJIU PEIEH3EHTa, OKA3aJI0Ch 3aIMeYaTIcHO B YEKMCTCKUX
MOCJIAHUAX, 3TO TOTOBHOCTH coTpyannkoB HKB/[ nckath 1 HaxoauTh
BparoB, mpuyem jlaxe cpeir cBonx. OHa, 3aKI0ovYaeT pereH3eHT, CaysKuia
OCHOBO# cONMONPODECCUOHANIBHON UEHTUYHOCTU YEKUCTCKOTO <«CJIOST»
U B TO JK€ BPEMSI KOPPEJUPOBAJIA C TIO3UTUBHON COBETCKON MEHTUYHOC-
TbIO B 11€J10M. TeM caMbIM OIyOJIMKOBAHHbIE B COOPHUKE 3T0-J0KYMEHTbI
3aredarJsie/in ToT (aKT, 4YTO He TONbKO JJIsl COBETCKOTO 00IIECTBa, HO JJakKe
JUISL €T0 BJIMTHI OBbLIM XapPaKTEePHbI CJIOKHBIE IPOLECCH 060COOIeHUs 1
CaMOOTIPEJIEJIEHUST «MAJIbIX» COIUATIBHBIX TPYIII, CTATYC KOTOPBIX OIIpe-
JIEJTATICA X OJM30CTBIO K BJIACTU U BKJIIOUYEHHOCTHIO BO BIACTD.

Abstract

The article reviews the third, final publication in the documentary series
“Echo of the Great Terror,” dedicated to the purge campaign in the
ranks of the NKVD. In total, the book compiled by historians A. Savin,
A. Teplyakov, and M. Junge includes more than 300 documents that form
two sections of the collection. The first section contains self-describing
narratives created by security officers and their family members during
the NKVD purge campaign, the second one includes sets of heterogeneous
documents reconstructing the general context. The reviewer notes that
the most interesting part of the publication is the one presenting ego-
texts, since they allow us to see the “cleansing of the cleaners” through
the eyes of the Chekists themselves. According to the reviewer, their
“letters to power” (petitions, statements, appeals, suicide notes) and
autobiographies should not be classified as classical ego-documents.
Belonging to the category of so-called “provoked ego-documents,” they,
in no small part, reflected the authors’ desire to adhere to “correct”
rituals, rhetoric, and symbols of their political era. Striving to dissociate
themselves from incriminated violations of “socialist legality,” Stalin’s
Chekists used various self-justifying models or combinations thereof. But
the reviewer is of the opinion that the most important thing reflected
in the Chekists’ messages was their willingness to search for and find
enemies, even within their own ranks. It was this willingness, the reviewer
concludes, that was the basis of group professional identity of the Chekist
strata and it directly correlated with the positive Soviet identity in
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general. Thus, ego-documents published in the book capture the fact that
Soviet society and its elite was subject to complex processes of isolation
and self-determination of “small” social groups, the status of which was
determined by their proximity to and inclusion into power.

Kmouesble cioBa

ApXUBHBIE JIOKYMEHTBI CTAIMHCKOW 3MOXH, TTMCbMA BO BJIACTH KaK MCTO-
pudecknii nctouHnk, bosbimoit teppop, unctka HKB/I, aro-moxymenTsI,
«ITMChMa BO BJIACTh», MOJIEJTU CAMOAIBOKAIUY.

Keywords

Archival documents of the Stalin era, letters to power as a historical
source, Great Terror, purge of the NKVD, ego-documents, “letters to
power,” models of self-advocacy.

60opHUK 10KyMeHTOB «Yekucrhl CrajiiHa B TUCKaxX “colua-
JINCTUYECKOH 3akoHHOCTH . DTO-J0KyMeHTbl 19381941 rr.»,
nogrorosaeHabiii A. CasunbiM, A. TemrsakoseiM m M. IOmre,
gaBJisieTcs (PUHATBHBIM U3JIAHUEM cepuHn «IX0 Bosbiioro Teppo-
pa»!. Ha nepBbiii B31J1s11i COOPHUK TIPOCTO JOTIOJHSIET Ty JINTEPa-
Typy, KoTopas nocpsnieHa kammanuu o ynucrke HKB/I konma
1930-x — navana 1940-x rr.? Ho 310 BrHeuarsieHne 0OMaHYMBO.
'pynmmupoBka OKyMEHTOB B KHUTE, €€ CTPYKTYPHOE PellleHne —
BOT TO, UTO JeJiaeT COOPHUK JeHCTBUTENbHO HOBBIM, [TO3BOJIAS
aKTyaJM3MpOBaTh KaK HOBBIE, M3BJEUEHHbIE M3 apXuBOB Poc-
CUU U YKPaWHbl CBUJIETENHCTBA TIPOIIIOT0, TaK U HOBbIE WCCJIe-
JoBaTesibckue 3ajaun. Kaura pasjesiena Ha J{Be 4acTH, TepBas
M3 KOTOPBIX COCTaBJieHA U3 CaMOOINCATEIbHBIX HAPPATUBOB,
CO3/IaHHBIX YEKUCTAMU 1 UX O6Jn3KuMu Bo BpeMs ynctk HKB/]
(c. 28—480), BTOpash — 13 BOCCO3/IAIOIINX €€ KOHTEKCT IIPHUKA30B,
JIOKJIaJIHBIX 3aIIMCOK, COOOIIEHMI IeyaTu 1 Ipouero opuinosa
(c. 481-746). TpyaHo ckaszaTh, CIIOCOOCTBYET JIM TaKast CTPYK-
Typa OTPakKEHUIO «B3aMMOOTHOIIEHNIT CYObeKTa MCTOPUIECKOTO
neiicTBus u cuctembl» (¢. 19), HO TO, uTO TIEpBas YacTh COOPHUKA
[OJIYYUJIACh [T0-HACTOSIEMY UHTEPecHoii, 6eccriopro. OcTano-
BUMCS UMEHHO Ha Hel.
TpakToBKa 4acTu MyOJUKYeMbIX MCTOYHUKOB KaK 3TO-I0KY-
MEHTOB, JIajke TP TOM, UYTO He BCe IOMeNleHHbIe TI0]] COOTBETC-
TBYIOIIMM 3aTOJIOBKOM MaTePHUaJbl EMYy OTBEYAIOT, IAET BO3MOK-
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BOJIBLLIOIO TEPPOP;

o T
)

O610KKa KHUTU
The book cover

HOCTB BbIITH 32 paMku iornManus unctkn HKB/[ ¢ mpuBbsIaHbIX
MO3UIMI TOJIMTHYecKoit ucropun. IlpemcraBienHbie B cOop-
HUKe TUChbMa-TIPONIEHNS, 3asdBJIEHU, AN, MTPeICMepT-
HBlE 3alMCKM, a Takke aBToOMOrpaduu TO3BOJSIOT YBUAETH
crieninuKy caMoOuIeHTU(UKAIIUNNA TOW YaCTU COBETCKOU 3JINTHI,
KOTOPYIO cocTaBJisiin yeknuctsl (¢. 11). OpHako BO3HUKIITNE IO/
JIaBJIEHIEM, B YCJOBUSIX Cy/IeOHOTO TIPEC/IeIOBaHNs UX aBTOPOB,
YEKUCTCKUE CaMOOTIMCAHSI, KaK 1 JIIOObIE «CIIPOBOIIMPOBAHHBIE
9T0-I0KYMEHTbI», He CTOUT HOHUMAaTh OyKBasbHO. QUeBUIHO, YTO
UX CO3/aTeJId, BBICTPauBasi CBOM IIePCOHAJIbHbIE, aBTOOMOrpadu-
yeckue MU(pbI, OPUEHTUPOBAIINCH HA ATAJIOHHBIE XapPAKTEPUCTUKN
COBETCKOTO YEKUCTA B YACTHOCTH M COBETCKOTO Y€JI0BEKA BOOOIIIE.
[ToaToMy M3 BCEX MOTHBOB, KOTOPbIE OOBIYHO PYKOBOJSAT aBTO-
paMu 3TO-JIOKYMEHTOB, — MOTHBOB CaMOBBIPAKEHUS, CaMOYT-
BEPIK/IEHUS, CAMOBOCITUTAHUS M T. ., — B TEKCTaX OKAa3aBIIUXCS
O/l CYJIOM YEKHUCTOB HanboJiee TPOSIBUINCH MOTUBBI CaMOaJIBO-
kamun. HaGop camoompaBaaTeIbHBIX MOJENIeH, KaK yKa3blBalOT
A. CaBun, A. TemsikoB u M. IOwnre, mpu aToM He oTMYasCs
pasHoobOpasuem (c. 15) u Gl IpeCTaBIeH TPEMsI CTPATETUsSIMU:
crparerueil orpunanus (c. 37—46, 47, 72—73 u 1. 1.), 060pOHHOI
crparerueii (c. 49-57,76-81,90-97 u t. 1.) u cTpareruei packasi-
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Hus (c. 31-32, 48—49 u 1. 1.). Kpome ToTO, 9TH CTpaTErnu MOTJIN
COCENICTBOBATD JIPYT ¢ Apyrom (c. 57—64, 69—70 u 1. 1.). ITa KOM-
OUHATOPHOCTH JeJlajla KaK/[0€ YEKHUCTCKOE CaMOCBH/IETETIHCTBO
0COOEHHBIM U JIMYHBIM. [71e-TO 9TO JIUIHOE TaK)Ke TIPOSIBIISLIIOCH
B JINTEPATYPHOCTH TeKcTa («nOO MEHS YIITUT TSKEIBI CTHIL...»,
«4EeCTHbBIE CTPAHUIIBI MOEH JKU3HU O00OPBAJIHCH...», <IIEPEL TEM,
KaK YUTU C apeHbI JKU3HU...» — C. 49, 64), r71e-TO — B HEOKUIAHHBIX
JIOTHYECKUX YIpakHEeHNsX («ecu Obl 51 OBLI IMIITHOH, TO MHE OBl
IJIATUJIN I€HbIH, U 51 Obl He HyKIaACsa» — ¢. 62).

[Ipu aToMm, Kak OTMeYAlOT co3jaTean COOPHUKA, B OCHOBE
JOOBIX  ONpaBiaHuili  (UTYPAHTOB <«UYHCTKU YHUCTHJIBIIKOBY
HEM3MEHHO JieKajla WX KOMMYHUCTUYECKas <«ITPaBOBEPHOCTH»
(c. 18). Ho JI0s/IbHOCTD BJIACTH, YMEHUE «TOBOPUTH TT0-OO0JIbIIIE-
BUCTCKU», KOTOPbIE TPAKTYIOTCS B KHHUTE KaK MOKA3aTesb 1MO3M-
TUBHON COBETCKOW MJIEHTUYHOCTH YEKUCTCKOTO «KJaccay (c. 16),
SBJIATACH YHUBEPCAJTbHBIMU YEPTAaMH <ITHCEM BO BJIACTh» CTa-
JIMHCKOM a1toxu. Ha namr B3I, ToMUMO KJISTB B BEPHOCTH Tap-
THUH, YEKUCTCKIE 9TO-UCTOUHUKH O0bEIUHSIET ellle ¥ CTPeMJIeHUE
MX aBTOPOB OOBUHUTDH B HAPYIIEHHSIX «COIHMATICTHYECKO 3aKOH-
HOCTH» JIPYTHX YE€KHCTOB, KOTOPbIe SIKOOBI 1 OBLIN «ITOJHHHbI-
mu» Bparamu Hapoza (c. 35, 50-51, 110, 129, 152—154 u T. 1.).
Kak mpescraBiisiercs, BEYHbII MOUCK BPAaroB OBLT HE IMPOCTO
nposiBienneM 1podeccnoHanbHoil ehopManuy COTPYAHUKOB
HKB/Il, Ho u ocHOBO#l ux rpymnmnosoil uaentuynoctu. Cocras-
JigsT comMonpodeccuoHaIbHOE KPEJI0 YeKNCTOB, HEMTPUMUPUMAs
6opbOa ¢ HEPEMJIIONINM BPAaroM BBIJIBUTaIa X HA CAMbIE BBICO-
KI€e TIO3UINH B COBETCKOI CONMAIbHOI NePapXui, oYeMy TIpaBo
ux 3anumatb corpyanukun HKB/I u orcranBanu tak ynopHo.

Takum 00pa3oM, JTOKYMEHTBI COOPHUKA TOBOPAT O <«YHUCTKE
YUCTUJIBIIIUKOB» HE TOJBKO KaK 00 MHCTPYMEHTE JAUCIUILIMHU-
posanust HKB/L (c. 17, 24). Onu cBUseTebCTBYIOT O TOM, 4TO
IPOIECCHI COMUANBLHOTO Pa3MeKeBaHUsI He OB YYsKIAbI HOMH-
HAJILHO €INHOMY COBETCKOMY OOIIECTBY U JIasKe Te€ MUKPOTPYIIIIBI,
KOTOPBIE 0OPa3OBBIBAIN €T0 AJIUTY, TOJKHBI ObLIE 0G0CHOBBIBATD
CBOIO «CaMOCTb» ¥ CBOIO HEOOXOUMOCTb.
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IIpumevanusa

' 3xo0 Boubmioro rteppopa: CéopHuk poxkymento: B 3 1. / OTB. pem.:

M. IOsre, JI. Buoaa, /I:x. Pocecman. T. 3: Yekncrsr CrannHa B TUCKaX «COILMa-
JINCTUYECKON 3aKOHHOCTUY. Iro-okyMenThl 1938—1941 rr. / Cocr. A. CaBuH,
A. Temmakos, M. IOnre. — M.: IIpo6en-2000, 2018. — 928 c. Ekho Bol’shogo
terrora. Sbornik dokumentov v trekh tomah [MARC JUNGE, LYNNE VIOLA,
JEFFREY ROSSMAN (eds.). Echo of the Great Terror: Collection of documents
in 3 volumes]. Volume 3: Chekisty Stalina v tiskakh “sotsialisticheskoi zakonnosti”.
Ego-dokumenty 1938—1941 gg. [SAVIN, Andrei, TEPLYAKOV, Aleksei,
JUNGE, Marc (comps). Stalin’s Chekists in the grip of “socialist legality.” Ego-
documents of 1938—41. In Russ.]. Moscow, Probel-2000 publ., 2018, 928 p.

2 Cwm.: Tennsikos, A. I. Onpuunuku Cranmmna. — M.: flysa; dxemo, 2009. —
432 ¢. TEPLYAKOV, A. G. Oprichniki Stalina [Stalin’s oprichniks. In Russ.].
Moscow, Yauza; Eksmo publ., 2009, 432 p.; Tymuwuc, M., Hanuunckui, A. 1937.
Boubmmast uncrra. HKB/I npotus UK. — M.: flysa; 9kemo, 2009. — 508 ¢. TUM-
SHIS, M., PAPCHINSKII, A. 7937. Bol shaya chistka. NKVD protiv ChK. [1937:
The Great purge: The NKVD against the Cheka. In Russ.]. Moscow, Yauza;
Eksmo publ., 2009, 508 p.; fOnze, M. Yekuctor CranuHa: MOIIb U Geccuine.
«Bepuesckas orrenenb> B Hukonaesckoii obaactu Yxpaunbsl, — M.: AIPO-
XXI, 2017. - 339 c. JUNGE, M. Chekisty Stalina: moshch’i bessilie. “Berievskaya
ottepel” v Nikolaevskoi oblasti Ukrainy [Stalin’s Chekists: Power and power-
lessness. “Beria’s thaw” in the Nikolaev region of Ukraine. In Russ.]. Moscow,
AIRO-XXI publ., 2017, 339 p.; u ap.

Crnucoxk mtepatypsl

Tennsaxos, A. I. Onpuunuku Cranuza. — M.: fly3a; 9kemo, 2009. — 432 c.

Tymwuc, M., [lanuuncxuii, A. 1937. Bonpmas yncrka. HKB/[ mpotus UK. —
M.: dysa; Ixemo, 2009. — 508 c.

Onze, M. Yexucror Crasmna: Mompb u Geccunue. «bepuesckast orremnenb»
B Hukomaesckoii obmact Yipannnl. — M.: AUPO-XXI, 2017. — 339 c.

References

TEPLYAKOV, A. G. Oprichniki Stalina [Stalin’s oprichniks. In Russ.]. Mos-
cow, Yauza; Eksmo publ., 2009, 432 p.

TUMSHIS, M., PAPCHINSKIJ, A. 1937. Bol’shaya chistka. NKVD protiv
ChK [1937: The Great purge: The NKVD against the Cheka. In Russ.]. Moscow,
Yauza; Eksmo publ., 2009, 508 p.

JUNGE, M. Chekisty Stalina: moshch’i bessilie. “Berievskaya ottepel”” v Niko-
laevskoi oblasti Ukrainy [Stalin’s Chekists: Power and powerlessness. “Beria’s
thaw” in the Nikolaev region of Ukraine. In Russ.]. Moscow, AIRO-XXI publ.,
2017, 339 p.

1278 BecTHuk apxuBucTa. 2020. N2 4 4 ISSN 2073-0101



Natalia V. Surzhikova, Yekaterinburg, Russian Federation

Caenenus 06 aBTopax

Cypocuxosa Hamanvsa Bukxmopoena, 10KTOp UCTOPUYECKUX HayK, HCTUTYT neTo-
pun u apxeosornn YpO PAH, samectutens aupekropa, r. EkatepunOypr, Poccuiickas
Depepanus, 8-912-243-14-20, snvplus@mail.ru

About the authors

Surzhikova Natalia Viktorovna, PhD in History, Institute of History and
Archaeology of the Ural Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Yekaterinburg,
deputy director, Yekaterinburg, Russian Federation, +7-912-243-14-20, snvplus@mail.ru

Caezienust 0 rpaHTax
Crarbst ogirorossiena 1pu hunarcoBoit nojepskke rpanta PHO (mpoext Ne 19-18-
00221).

Grant information
This article has been prepared with financial support from the Russian Science Fund
(project no. 19-18-00221).

B pepaximio cratest nocrymuna 11.05.2020 r.,

ony0IuKoBaHa (IS IUTHPOBAHKS ):

Cypacuxosa, H. B. «51 apecroBan n 3akjiiodyeH 1oj CTpaky COBEPHICHHO He3ac/ Iy KeH-
HO...»: Hekncersl CTalmHa B THCKAX «COIMAIMCTHYECKOI 3aKOHHOCTHY // BecTHUK apxiu-
sucra. — 2020. — Ne 4. — C. 1273-1279. doi 10.28995,/2073-0101-2020-4-1273-1279

Submitted 11.05.2020, published (for citation):

SURZHIKOVA, N. V. “Ya arestovan i zaklyuchen pod strazhu sovershenno
nezasluzhenno...”: Chekisty Stalina v tiskakh “sotsialisticheskoi zakonnosti” [“1 Was Arrested
and Imprisoned Altogether Undeservedly...”: Stalin’s Chekists in the Grip of “Socialist
Legality.” In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista / Herald of an Archivist, 2020, no. 4, pp. 1273—
1279. doi 10.28995,/2073-0101-2020-4-1273-1279

ISSN 2073-0101 4 Vestnik arhivista / Herald of an Archivist, 2020, no. 4 1279



